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The Prison Epistles

We recently finished the book of Acts and left Paul in prison in Rome in his own “rented house.”
He was there for two years. During that time he wrote four epistles - Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians and Philemon.
· Ephesians and Colossians are sister-epistles in which Paul taught about the Church, the body.

· Ephesians presents the body of which Christ is the Head.

· Colossians presents the head of which the church is the body.
· Philemon is a personal epistle to Philemon in regard to his runaway slave. He ran to Rome, Paul led him to the Lord and is now sending him back to his master.
· Philippians is the most auto-biographical. We learn much about Paul’s two- year confinement here.
Our plan is to teach though these books in that order.
The Background of Ephesians
I. The Church
A. Acts 18:19 – return from the 2nd journey.
B. Acts 18– last part – Apollos, Priscilla and Aquila
C. Third journey – Acts 19 – 3 years
D. Return from the 3rd journey – Acts 20 - Elders called to Miletus.
E. Background for the Epistles of John - 
F. Revelation 2 – Letter to this church. They had “lost their first love”.
G. Traditions

1. The apostle John was associated with the church.
2. The Virgin Mary spent her last days there.
II. The City of Ephesus
The Temple of Diana/Demetrius
· The temple site was 1000 acres.
· The temple, itself, was larger than a football field.
· It was burned.
· A second temple stood in Paul’s time.

· It was the center of heathen rites for people all over the world.

· The worship was morally degrading. There were temple prostitutes used as part of the worship. 
· The second temple burned, after Paul’s time. The stones were used to build a church over the tomb of the Apostle John.
· They used magic in their worship.
Acts 19:19

“Also, many of those who had practiced magic brought their books together and burned them in the sight of all. And they counted up the value of them, and it totaled fifty thousand pieces of silver.” (About $10,000 worth).
The Themes of Ephesians
I. Christ’s Passion - for His church and every individual believer in it
II. Christ’s Plan - for His church and the responsibility and privilege of every individual believer in it.
III. Christ’s Provision - for His church and every individual believer in it.

The Epistle to the Ephesians
Introduction:
I. Date: CE (AD) 62

It was written about the same time as Colossians, during the first Roman imprisonment.
II. Writer: Paul - Very little doubt about this.
The Text:
I. Salutation: 1:1-2
A. The Writer – Paul – 1:1
“Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God,”
The word Apostle is from the Greek word ἀπόστολος. It means “one who is sent” with a commission. It is used of the 12 apostles with Matthias replacing Judas. There is a broader use, but he is using the narrow meaning.
“an apostle” – he is asserting his apostolic authority. He is writing what had been revealed to him by Jesus Christ. That needs the apostolic authority behind it, especially because he had not been with Jesus and the other apostles during Jesus’ three year ministry on earth.
Paul was an apostle not by:

· Aspiration – He did not seek it, he fought it.
· Usurpation – He did not take it to himself.
· Nomination – He was not invited to it
· But by Divine preparation.
He was called by the will of God and especially prepared in the Arabian Desert for three years by the risen Christ.
B. The Readers – 1:2a
“To the saints who are in Ephesus, and faithful in Christ Jesus:”
Geographically they are in Ephesus in Asia Minor.

Spiritually they are in Christ: the phrase “in Christ” or its equivalent, “in Him”, “in whom”, “in the beloved” and “in the Lord” are found at least 23 times in the book.

They are also in all of his other books, except in Titus. In Christ they (and we) have:

· Connection with God to receive “every spiritual blessing” 
· Election – before the foundation of the world.

· Redemption through His blood.

· Certification as sons and therefore heirs. 
Therefore they are saints and faithful in Christ.
C. The Greeting – 1:2b
“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”
1. Grace - “God Riches At Christ Expense”
Grace has been defined as “unmerited favor” - Meaning that we do not deserve any favor from God. That’s O K, but it includes more than that. It is favor in spite of demerit. Not only do we not deserve any favor, we deserve His wrath the wrath abides on all because all sinned in Adam. 
2. Peace - They and all believers already have “peace with God”.
Romans 5:1
“Therefore, ﻿﻿having been justified by faith, ﻿﻿we have ﻿﻿peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,”
Paul is praying for them to have the “peace of God”
Philippians 4:4-7

“Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice! Let your ﻿﻿gentleness be known to all men. ﻿﻿The Lord is at hand. Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with ﻿﻿thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; ﻿and ﻿﻿the peace of (from) God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”
The Source both Grace and Peace is: God the Father- He is a person, distinct from the Son and The Spirit. And the Lord Jesus Christ – He is a person distinct from the Father and the Spirit. Both of them bring the grace and peace.
Each person may be said to act separately, but even in those instances - by comparing scriptures there seems to be a co-operation between them.

It can be seen in the Creation:

· In the beginning “God” created. (Genesis 1:1)

· The Son created (John 1and Hebrews 1)

·  By His Spirit He adorned the heavens; (Job 26:13)
It can also be seen in Salvation:
· The Father elected for salvation– 
· The Son died to secure salvation
· The Spirit applies salvation to the hearts of men.

Conclusion:
